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SUPPORTING DATA 

Population: 6.14 million 

Population younger than 

15: 45% 

Urban population:  41% 

Birth rate: 4.5% 

Death rate: 2.2% 

Under-5 deaths: 28% 

Infant mortality (deaths 

per 1000 live births): 158 

(compared to 7 in the U.S.) 

Life expectancy: 40 years 

GNI per capita:  $240 

USD 

Population living below 

the poverty line: 70% 

Population growth 

(annual): 2.1% 

HIV prevalence: 7% 

Population with 

improved drinking water: 

57% 

Population with adequate 

sanitation facilities: 39% 

     

[1] World Bank         [3] USAID                      
[2] United Nation      [4] IFAD 

 
Project Report Submitted to: West Seattle Christian Church 

People Served: 400 

Project Report Submitted by: Living Water International   

 

 
Living Water International Ā P.O. Box 35496 Ā Houston, TX Ā 77235-5496 

1.877.594.4426 Ā www.water.cc 

 

COUNTRY OVERVIEW 

Sierra Leone is the lowest-ranked country of the 177 countries in the UNDP Human 
Development Index. Decades of governmental neglect and civil war have decimated the 
population and left widespread poverty throughout the country. As the civil war raged on 
from 1991 to 2002, tens of thousands were killed and more than two million people were 
displaced. Efforts to revitalize the economy are sluggish, while unemployment rates 
continue to rise, primarily affecting youth and ex-combatants.1 According to a recent USAID 
report, 70 percent of Sierra Leoneans live below the poverty line. Only 39 percent of the 
population has access to adequate sanitation facilities, while 43 percent lack access to 
clean drinking water.  

Sierra Leone lies just outside the cyclone belt, allowing severe storms and drought to 
weaken the countryôs foundation, while hazardous wastes, marine dumping, and ship 
pollution from Sierra Leoneôs ship harbor continue to plague the water supply. Effects from 
this include increasingly low birth weights and stunted growth. Similarly, the exceptionally 
high maternal mortality rates of 1,800 per 100,000 live births show no signs of subsiding.1  

Sierra Leoneôs post-war humanitarian needs remain large. Pitiable civil service reform and 
an unstable government are crippling repercussions of the war. Nearly two-thirds of the 
working-age population engages in some form of subsistence agriculture. The country 
continues to rely on legal diamond mining as a major source of revenue, yet illicit mining 
and diamond smuggling jeopardize the countryôs potential for stability and positive growth. 

The water supply in Sierra Leone depends on catchments to collect rainwater and hand-
dug wells during the dry season. During the rainy season, open water sources such as 
rivers, lakes, and ponds are shared with domestic animals. The inevitable contamination of 
these water sources leads to a variety of otherwise preventable water-borne (and 
potentially life-threatening) diseases. Drilling of boreholes, rehabilitating pre-existing wells, 
and promoting hygienic behavior is essential to the countryôs ultimate survival. 

1 CIA World Fact Book, Sierra Leone, 2008 
1 UNICEF, Sierra Leone, 2008 

DONOR REPORT 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/17/Flag_of_Sierra_Leone.svg
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This well is located in Newton, Nyandehum village. The hand pump, including the base was 
stolen more than two years ago. They had been using the stream for their alternate water 
source, in addition to using a rope and rubber from this well. This village has no toilet facilities 
and their only alternative is for them to go in the bush. This village was seriously struck with 
cholera in 2007 with three people dying in one day. People died because of the lack of clean 
water and safe sanitary facilities. The stream where the people collected water is about half a 
mile away and the water is contaminated. 
 
LWI heard about the suffering in this village and came to offer them a cup of water in Jesusô 
name. They were surprised by the teamôs offer, gladly accepted and dug the well deeper to 
ensure a good water supply.  
 
The first day at the well site LWI gathered the community and team around the well and prayed 
for wisdom, protection and a good well. While the women and some of the men headed off for 
the hygiene training, the rest of the men stayed around and helped the LWI Sierra Leone team 
install the new hand pump. The first day the base was set and the second day the LWI Sierra 
Leone team returned to put the head on the pump. When the well was complete, the team 
gathered the community around the new well and explained that they came to bring them a cup 
of water in Jesusô name.  LWI Sierra Leone dedicated the new hand pump and the well to God.  
 
The community was told how a donor sacrificially gave so that this community could enjoy a 
clean cup of water in Jesusô name. The community was so thankful they gave the team some 
fruit that they grow on trees as a thank you.  

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WELL 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Location    Newton, Nyandehun Village 

GPS Coordinates   N 08 20.260 

    W 013 01.010 

Altitude    44 meters 

Total Depth   16.8 meters 

Static Level    14.6 meters 

Diameter of Casing  hand dug 

Depth of Cylinder   16.5 meters 

Liters per minute   18.9 

Pump Type   Afridev 

People Served   400 

   

 

 

This community is a mix of Muslim and Christians. They had long been suffering from 
contaminated drinking water extracted from a nearby, dirty swamp. This heavily contributed, 
also, to serious loss of life from Cholera. The community was very eager to participate in 
getting this well up and running again. They participated in all aspects of getting the well ready 
and also in the hygiene training. They sang songs and were praising God for His goodness to 
them. 
 

TESTIMONY/EVANGELISM 
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The hygiene training was held on day two in this village so that the ladies could let everyone 
know about it. The training was well attended and the team talked about how easily germs 
spread. After introductions, the hygiene team went around and shook hands with the 
participants and encouraged them to shake hands with their neighbor. What they didnôt know 
before they started shaking hands was that the LWI Sierra Leone Hygiene team put glitter on 
their palms. The glitter represents germs. LWI then was able to talk about what happens when 
we donôt wash our hands properly, how easily germs (represented by glitter) spread from 
person to person.  
 
The team then showed them a series of pictures of good and bad hygiene behaviors. LWI 
asked them to tell the team if the picture showed good or bad hygiene.  After they picked out 
the unhealthy community items, LWI Sierra Leone Hygiene team talked about how to turn 
those behaviors into good hygiene and make their community a healthy one. LWI also talked 
about how taking five minutes every day to pick up trash off the ground can contribute to 
making their community healthy and clean.  
 
The last thing LWI talked about with the community was how they can make their own Oral 
Rehydration Solution (ORS) and what happens when we get diarrhea using the ñdiarrhea 
doll.ò They loved the doll and thought it was great to see how drinking water flushes out the 
bad stuff from our stomachs. LWI stressed the importance of rehydrating their bodies. The 
training, overall, was really well attended and the response was encouraging. LWI Sierra 
Leone team stated, ñWe look forward to returning to this community to make tippy taps for 

them.ò 

HYGIENE 

 

PHOTOS 
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